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The consolidation of nation states in the 19th century created the conditions for a more coherent organization of actions to combat crime not only at the state level, but also internationally. Through the various previous collaborations that ensured the solution of some crimes, at the beginning of the 20th century, the premises were already created for the establishment of a body that would take over the coordination of these actions on an international level.
The first event of particular importance that was part of the series of attempts aimed at establishing a mechanism to combat international crime took place in 1914, when, at the initiative of Prince Albert I of Monaco, the first Judicial Police Congress was held. The main purpose of the work of the Congress was to outline a legislative framework that would be the basis of a future international judicial police structure, so there were debates in order to adopt common procedures for the application of criminal legislation. To improve the collaboration process at national police level. Romulus Voinicescu, the representative of Romania, proposed that the extradition procedure be carried out again between the courts of the involved countries, without the involvement of the governments. Also, also at his proposal, it was decided that the next meeting of the Congress will take place in Bucharest. Although the results of the debates were not put into practice and the Bucharest meeting did not take place due to the outbreak of the First World War, the resolutions reached by the more than 300 magistrates, diplomats, lawyers and policemen represented the basis on which built the future infrastructure of international police cooperation.  
The second important Congress regarding the international cooperation of police structures took place between September 3-7, 1923. The work of this congress resulted in the formation of the International Criminal Police Commission based in Vienna. At the same time, the president of this new structure was elected: Johann Schober. Later, on the occasion of the 5th ordinary session of the International Criminal Police Commission in 1928, it was decided to establish "National Central Offices" whose role was to facilitate interstate cooperation in combating international crime. The turning point in the evolution of the newly established structure was 1938, when the leadership of the Commission was changed through political intervention and in a complicated international context, marked by the rise of Nazism; Austria was annexed by Germany, and the President of the Commission was appointed Otto Steinhäusl, a person imposed and controlled by the Nazi regime. In the same year, the XIV Congress of the International Criminal Police Commission took place in Bucharest, between June 7 and 12, which underlines the importance of Romania within this international body and the recognition of its merits in internal police reform.  
The main chronological milestones of Interpol's evolution in the first half of the 20th century are:
● April 14-18, 1914 - The First International Judicial Police Congress in Monaco, at the initiative of Prince Albert I. 14 states participated and on this occasion the foundations were laid for a possible international collaboration to combat international crime. Romulus Voinescu, Inspector General of the Romanian Police, Stănescu Ștefan, prosecutor at the Bucharest Court of Cassation and Victor Bădulescu, student of the Faculty of Law in Paris, participated from the Romanian side. Ways to use the new technologies, which were the telephone and the telegraph, to improve communication between international police bodies were discussed, and resolutions with recommendations to country governments were adopted. It is recommended that the leadership of the states allow the police agencies to use free communication methods, such as post and telegraph, for better cooperation.

● September 3-7 of 1923 - Congress of the Judicial Police within which, on September 7, 1923, by a resolution, the International Commission of the Criminal Police was formed, with headquarters in the building of the Viennese Criminal Police. Even though the Commission was established without the signing of an international treaty or a statutory document, police officers from countries such as the United States of America, Austria, Germany, Italy, Romania, Hungary, Yugoslavia, China, Japan or Egypt have expressed their intention to collaborate in an organized framework, directly, without the intervention of the higher authorities of the states of which they were part. On this occasion, the people who were to lead the new Commission were also elected: Johann Schober was elected Executive President of the Commission, a position he held until his death in 1932, and Dr. Oskar Dressler was appointed Secretary. The commission was to be led by the General Assembly, which met annually to discuss domestic issues as well as international issues. An international imprint division was initially created in Copenhagen under the supervision of Hakon Jörgensen. Over the next 6 years, the division was expanded to include a special office for stopping counterfeiting of coins, one for photographs and fingerprints of criminals, one for stopping counterfeiting of passports, and an office for handling internal affairs.
●1928 - 5th Ordinary Session of the International Criminal Police Commission. The session aimed to create international mechanisms through which states could quickly exchange information. According to the new resolution, each state had to establish a representative structure at the national level. Romania was selected for the establishment of such a National Central Office. Although it represented an element of novelty at the international level, it already existed in a secret manner, since at the level of the Ministry of the Interior there was circular no. 02212, issued by the Minister of the Interior Alexandru Vaida-Voievod, which provided for the operation of a secret office whose duties were to combat the trafficking of women and children, narcotic substances and obscene publications.
●1938 – Austria was annexed by Germany, and Otto Steinhäusl (President of the Commission), a person subject to the Nazi regime, was appointed to head the Commission. In the same year, the XIV Congress of the International Criminal Police Commission took place in Bucharest, between June 7 and 12. Romania's representatives were Dr. Eugen Bianu, director general of the Public Safety Police and Vice-President of the Commission, Gabriel Martinescu, Undersecretary of State and Prefect of the capital and Dr. Vespasian V. Pella, Minister Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania in The Hague [image: ]
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● June 7 - The inauguration took place in the presence of the Minister of the Interior, Armand Călinescu, in the new building of the Capital Police Prefecture, who cordially welcomed the members of the Commission and thanked them for the honor brought to Romania. Afterwards, a delegation consisting of Commission President Otto Steinhäusl, Dr. Eugen Bianu, Dr. Bruno Schultz and Florent E. Louwage laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

● June 9 - The members of the Commission made a trip to the Danube Delta on board the ship "King Carol II"; also, on the occasion of the visit to Romania, the delegates had the opportunity to witness a sporting demonstration by the defenders of the homeland, in which King Carol II also participated. Visits were organized to the Peleș Palace and the Ploiesti oil fields.

● June 10-12 - the discussions related to the Bucharest Congress took place.
- a report was made by the General Secretary of the Commission, Dr. Oskar Dressler, regarding the Commission's activity that year, the Commission's official publications (Sûreté Publique Internationale and Police Criminalle Internationale) and the financial situation.
  - the permanent rapporteur, Dr. Bruno Schultz, presented the activity of the International Bureau between April 1, 1937 and April 30, 1938.
- possible new improvements to the existing procedure and techniques were presented, such as: the use of the factiloscopic formula in the transmission of telegrams; exchange of information regarding the transport of narcotic drugs and security measures applied to passports.
- according to the 1934 resolution, those who held the positions of President, permanent rapporteurs and general secretary were to maintain their position until 1942.
- Dr. Eugen Bianu had an exchange of letters with the director of the FBI, John Edgar Hoover; although invited to Congress, Hoover did not attend due to urgent duties.
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Participants in the Bucharest meeting of the International Criminal Police Commission. Armand Calinescu (center), Gabriel Marinescu (right) and President Steinhausl (left).
● June 10, 1938 - The United States of America became a member of the Commission, through an order given by President Roosevelt allowing the Attorney General to represent America.

● 1941 – The headquarters of the Commission moved to Berlin, therefore the United States of America suspends all contact with the International Criminal Police Commission.

● 1946 - Florent Louwage, future president of the International Criminal Police Commission laid the foundations of a project to return the Council to what it was before the period of Nazi control. The headquarters was moved to Paris, in the same building as the Ministry of the Interior.

● 1956 - Through the new Constitution, the name of the Commission was changed in the International Criminal Police Organization - OIPC-INTERPOL - and a new coat of arms was adopted
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Interpol flag and logo

After the Second World War, there followed a period of reorganization of the work of the International Criminal Police Commission. At the same time, a new orientation appeared regarding the specifics of the activity, in the sense of the delimitation of political issues and the emphasis placed on the circulation of information regarding crime. The first congress after the war was organized in Brussels, between June 3-5, 1946. Considering the complicated international situation of Romania, it is obvious that it was not represented at the proceedings of the General Assembly.
 It was only in 1972 that the Romanian state began the process of joining Interpol, in the context of concerns regarding the fight against crime. A series of notes and reports were exchanged between the institutions with a decision-making role and, finally, in November 1972, the "affiliation of the militia from R. S. Romania" with Interpol was approved. In December 1972, a delegation of the Romanian Police arrived at Interpol headquarters in Paris and presented the letter containing the application for membership.
The Interpol Romania office was established in 1973, therefore, as a result of Romania's request to join the International Criminal Police Organization (OIPC) - Interpol. Joining this structure created the premises for a close collaboration with other national police structures, materialized in the form of various actions and conferences organized by Interpol, on topics such as crime prevention, drug trafficking, terrorism, currency counterfeiting, civil aviation security, etc. However, the collaboration was not limited to improving expertise in the field of combating crime, but also meant facilitating the exchange of information between the offices of the member states, including leading to the extradition of some Romanian criminals who fled the country or committed crimes abroad.
The main chronological milestones of Romania's activity within the OIPC – Interpol in the second half of the 20th century are the following:
● 1968 - Nicolae Ceaușescu condemned through a public speech the invasion of Czechoslovakia by the troops of the Warsaw Pact, a sign that the Romanian leader wanted to orient the country towards a new independent political direction. In this context of détente and liberalization, the first information about Interpol and articles to popularize the activity of the international organization began to appear in the Romanian press. At the same time, Constantin Flitan, the ambassador of the Socialist Republic of Romania in Paris, contacted Interpol representatives to find out the amount of the membership fee.
● 1972 - the official procedures for the affiliation of the Romanian Militia to Interpol began. Cornel Onescu, the Minister of the Interior, submitted a letter to Nicolae Ceaușescu in which he presented the advantages of accession and the affiliation proposal. The state leader received assurances that the status of a member country did not attract Interpol's interference in Romania's internal politics and that our country would not have been the only socialist country in the organization (the police of RSF Yugoslavia was already part of Interpol).

● November - The Permanent Presidium of the Central Committee of the P.C.R. approved the proposals regarding the affiliation of the Militia of the S.S.R. to the International Criminal Police Organization.
● December- George Macovescu, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the S.S.R., sent Jean Nepote, the Secretary General of Interpol, the official letter informing him that the government decided that the Romanian Militia should join Interpol.
● December 4- the Romanian delegation hands Jean Nepote the official letter of accession of Romania to Interpol. The head of the Romanian delegation received assurances from the General Secretary regarding his acceptance into the organization.
● January 10, 1973 - the establishment of the Interpol Romania National Office within the General Inspectorate of the Militia. Although the initial deadline for the establishment of the National Office was set for September 30, 1972, it was extended as a longer period of time was needed to be able to recruit and hire staff who met the requirements and who spoke two or three foreign languages , especially French, English, Spanish and German.
● October 20, 1973 - The General Assembly of the International Criminal Police Organization met in Vienna during the 42nd Annual Session and decided to admit the Romanian Militia to Interpol.
● 1973 - The NARCONTROL Plan - the first experimental action in which Romania participated after re-affiliation. This consisted in the organization of simultaneous controls at the border points of the countries affiliated to Interpol in order to track down drug traffickers. Following the checks made in our country, the authorities seized 10,268 grams of liquid cannabis (10kg) and 3,360 grams of solid cannabis that were to arrive in Denmark.
● May 21-26, 1974 - Jean Nepot, Secretary General of Interpol, visited the Socialist Republic of Romania.
● 1978 - the beginning of 1978 was a demanding one for the members of the Interpol National Office, once the arrival of Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt in the country was confirmed. Given the need to ensure his security, Interpol Bucharest sent a request to Interpol Wiesbaden in order to obtain instructions. In response, one day before the West German head of state arrived in the country, Ulrich Kamp arrived at the headquarters of Interpol in Bucharest. As an officer in the West German Police Security Service, he held talks with Gheorghe Pele. Beyond the protocol and security aspects related to the imminent visit of the chancellor, the discussions focused especially on the issue of counter-terrorism activities, which were causing serious difficulties for the West German authorities, according to the officer.
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The meeting between President Nicolae Ceaușescu and the Federal Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, during the official visit to Romania

        	1978 also marked the holding of the General Assembly with number 47 of the O.I.P.C.- Interpol, in Panama. The B.N.I. delegation Romania included General Gheorghe Pele and Captain Vasile Troneci. During this session, the issue of narcotics was in the center of attention, showing the imminent risk arising from opium traffic from Thailand to the Netherlands. A chosen route for the heroin traffic started from the poppy crops in Turkey, with the final distribution point being Federal Germany. In the context of these discussions, the Militia delegation expressed the point of view on which they agreed in the Foreign Relations Plan of the Ministry of the Interior for the year 1978, according to which no narcotics are produced or consumed in Romania, remaining strictly a transit country for some traffickers.
        	The meeting of the heads of Central Offices within the A.G. 47 of the O.I.P.C.- Interpol constituted the opportune moment to, within its speech having a general character, point out both the strengths and the shortcomings encountered in the collaboration with Interpol:
- Central areas of cooperation with Interpol: drug trafficking, counterfeit international currency, identification of persons;
- Identified problems: speed of information exchange.
It was proposed to identify ways of improvement, especially in cases involving the provision of information on art or car thefts. The overall activity of Interpol was however praised by Gheorghe Pele, who expressed his belief that the next Secretary General (to be appointed during the said General Assembly) would continue along the same lines.
● The year 1979 meant a new General Assembly, held this time on the African continent, in Nairobi; General Gheorghe Pele was accompanied as a representative of the Romanian Militia delegation by Captain Ion Hurdubaie.

● In 1980, the 49th General Assembly of Interpol, held in Manila, had among the participants Gheorghe Pele and Major Vasile Troneci, an Interpol officer.

● 1984 - within the General Assembly number 53 of the O.I.P.C.-Interpol, held in Luxembourg, Major Vasile Troneci and Captain Ion Zamfir constituted the delegation of the Romanian Militia. Their impact on the progress of the session is important, in terms of the support shown for the accession of the Republic of Poland. Chinese at Interpol, a matter subject to extensive debates during the session, the dissensions of the 1950s and 1960s regarding the international recognition of Taiwan as a representative of the Chinese state being known. The outcome to which our delegation decisively contributed was the admission of R.P. Chinese in Interpol and automatic exclusion of the Republic of China Taiwan (admitted to Interpol since 1961).
During the same session, the problems of unpaid dues by many members were discussed, including Romania, which, in the case of our country, was to be transposed internally in the form of important efforts by professionals from the Ministry of the Interior in order to persuade the authorities communists that staying in Interpol, by paying dues, was the optimal option, considering the benefits obtained up to that point by collaborating with Interpol. At the same time, on an internal level, various decision-making factors are formulating arguments in favor of keeping affiliation with Interpol.

● 1985 - during the 54th General Assembly of O.I.P.C.- Interpol, the Romanian Militia was represented by Vasile Troneci and Ioan Hurdubaie.
For the first time since the reconfiguration of Interpol in 1946, a Secretary General of a nationality other than French was elected, in the person of the British Raymond Kendall. This, elected with a majority of 99 votes in favor, including that of Romania, undertook numerous professional visits to Romania, including after the fall of the communist regime, which denotes the good relations maintained with Romanian counterparts on issues of international police cooperation.
After 1990, Interpol made a significant contribution to the fight against drug trafficking in Romania. The organization was involved in the exchange of information and international cooperation between the Romanian authorities and those of other countries regarding the fight against drug trafficking.
It also helped the Romanian authorities in the investigation and identification of drug trafficking networks, providing information on the people involved, trafficking routes and trends in the field. Interpol has also facilitated collaboration between different law enforcement agencies around the world, which has helped increase efficiency in identifying, tracking and arresting traffickers. Through its extensive network of central and national offices, Interpol provided technical support to the Romanian authorities regarding investigative technologies and methods to combat drug trafficking, thus helping to increase their intervention capacity. Interpol has also been involved in efforts to educate and raise public awareness of the dangers and consequences of drug trafficking or human trafficking, supporting prevention and education campaigns among the population and authorities, promoting international cooperation in combating this phenomenon.
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